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and encouraged on both sides \ as they felt that they had
boldly entrusted the public honour to these private hands.
The Spaniards, fighting in the style of ancient gladiators,,
were the first to be exhausted, and to acknowledge them-
selves vanquished; having received seventeen severe
wounds, as well on the face as on other parts of the body,
and the Italians had received only nine. This battle was
not only celebrated joyfully by the people, but was also
gloriously and learnedly sung by the poets, of whom there
was always a great abundance in Tuscany.
But to return to the city of Panam&: it is situated
on a small plain near the margin of the Southern Sea,
and, at full moon, the waves frequently reach the houses
and enter those built on that side of the town. They are
encircled partly by reeds and partly by wood, and nearly all
roofed with shingles; nor, in my time, did they exceed a
hundred and twenty.1 The port is good and safe, but small;
when the sea rises, ships go in; but when it falls again,
they go out with only part of their cargo; for the water is
shallow, and recedes so far, that two miles of beach remain
exposed, and nothing but swamps are seen. The ships
that have gone out, lie a little farther in the ofling; and
both load and unload their cargoes by means of boats. As
to the staple articles that are brought to Panama^ they con-
sist of maize, a little flour from Peru, poultry, and honey.
There is abundance of cows, pigs, oranges, lemons, all sorts
of cabbages, onions, lettuces, melons, and other produce of
the kitchen garden. This province of Panama used to he
inhabited by several tribes of Indians, and in all their rivers
. there was a great deal of gold. . But the Spaniards have
consumed everything,
1 Panamk (abounding withfisK) had suffered from foes and fires, but
when we cruized before it in the last year of the Spanish war, it was
wonderfully different in aspect to what Benzoni describes; for it was
then a substantially-built city, and its citadel, cathedral, convents, and
other public edifices, fully stamped it a vice-regal residence. (Trans.)